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UnderstandingUnderstanding thethe ConditionsConditions for for ImmigrantImmigrant ParticipationParticipation

-- legallegal immigrantsimmigrants

-- stockstock of of immigrantsimmigrants ((permanentpermanent residentsresidents of of PolandPoland););

-- stockstock of of temporarytemporary immigrantsimmigrants ((permanentpermanent residentsresidents of of 

otherother countriescountries thanthan PolandPoland););

-- labourlabour migrantsmigrants inin PolandPoland;;



ActiveActive CivicCivic ParticipationParticipation of of 

ImmigrantsImmigrants inin PolandPoland

-- illegalillegal migrantsmigrants ((accordingaccording to to PolishPolish MinistryMinistry of of LabourLabour therethere
areare aboutabout 100,000100,000--500,000 500,000 foreignersforeigners workingworking illegallyillegally eacheach
yearyear inin PolandPoland; ; therethere areare aboutabout 30,000 30,000 VietnameseVietnamese inin PolandPoland););

-- refugeesrefugees/ / asylumasylum seekersseekers (sinc(since e thethe yearyear 2005 2005 tilltill thethe endend of of 
SeptemberSeptember 2006 2006 alreadyalready 11,500 11,500 appliedapplied for a for a refugeerefugee status status inin
Poland;theyPoland;they havehave thethe rightright to to thethe statestate protectionprotection andand theythey areare
entitledentitled to to accommodationaccommodation, , fullfull boardboard, , healthcarehealthcare, , materialmaterial
help help andand assistanceassistance ifif theythey want to want to leaveleave PolandPoland..
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GovernmentalGovernmental program for program for refugeesrefugees lastslasts on on yearyear. . TheyThey areare
alsoalso registeredregistered inin thethe LabourLabour OfficesOffices. . AfterAfter a a yearyear thethe
integrationintegration aidaid stopsstops andand refugeesrefugees cancan useuse thethe supportsupport
offeredoffered by by socialsocial assistanceassistance centerscenters..

ImportantImportant factorsfactors::

-- accommodationaccommodation,,

-- insertioninsertion intointo societysociety,,

-- employmentemployment;;

-- educationeducation..
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RepatriatesRepatriates accordingaccording to to thethe PolishPolish lawlaw-- thethe repatriatesrepatriates

areare not not foreignersforeigners; ; theirtheir status status hashas beenbeen defineddefined inin thethe

RepatriationRepatriation ActAct of of NovemberNovember 9, 2000.9, 2000.

RepatriatesRepatriates areare peoplepeople whowho knowknow PolandPoland, , whowho havehave

somesome sort of sort of networknetwork inin thisthis country (country (locallocal authoritiesauthorities, , 

extendedextended familyfamily, , friendsfriends) ) andand almostalmost inin allall casescases theythey

hadhad thethe supportsupport of of thethe integrationintegration program program atat somesome

stagestage of of thethe repatriationrepatriation processprocess..
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SupportingSupporting

-- repatriatesrepatriates areare grantedgranted PolishPolish citizenshipcitizenship almostalmost

automaticallyautomatically;;

-- one one moneymoney transfer to transfer to thethe double double averageaverage salarysalary for for 

eacheach familyfamily membermember, as , as wellwell as as moneymoney for for coverthecoverthe

expensesexpenses of establishment of establishment inin a a newnew householdhousehold;;

-- allowanceallowance for for educationeducation of of minorsminors;;

-- employmentemployment for for thethe repatriatesrepatriates isis a a prioritypriority..
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DevelopmentDevelopment of of immigrationimmigration policypolicy inin PolandPoland

1, 1, JuneJune 2004, 2004, thethe ActAct on on PromotionPromotion of of 

EmploymentEmployment andand InstitutionsInstitutions of of thethe LabourLabour

Market; Market; regulatesregulates amongamong othersothers thethe accessaccess of of 

EU EU citizenscitizens andand otherother foreignersforeigners , to , to thethe PolishPolish

labourlabour market.market.
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RegulationRegulation of of thethe status of status of ethnicethnic minoritiesminorities inin thethe PolishPolish
politicalpolitical andand legallegal system system afterafter 1989 was a 1989 was a resultsresults of of twotwo

trendstrends::

1.1. TheThe establishment of establishment of goodgood, , friendlyfriendly relationsrelations withwith allall
neighbouringneighbouring statesstates andand, as a , as a consequenceconsequence, , thethe stabilizationstabilization of of 
itsits geopoliticalgeopolitical positionposition inin Central Central EuropeEurope;;

2.2. TheThe establishment of establishment of anan efficientefficient system for system for protectionprotection of of 
humanhuman andand citizenscitizens’’ rightsrights, , includingincluding ethnicethnic miniritiesminirities..
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ArticleArticle 35 of 35 of thethe newnew ConstitutionConstitution (1997) (1997) 

providesprovides thatthat::

1)1) TheThe republicrepublic of of PolandPoland ensuresensures PolishPolish citizenscitizens belongingbelonging to to 
nationalnational andand ethnicethnic minoritiesminorities freedomfreedom of of maintainingmaintaining andand
developing developing theirtheir ownown languagelanguage, , theirtheir ownown customscustoms andand
cultureculture;;

2)2) NationalNational andand ethnicethnic minoritiesminorities havehave thethe rightright to to establishestablish
educationaleducational andand culturalcultural institutionsinstitutions, , institutionsinstitutions design to design to 
protectprotect religiousreligious identityidentity, as , as wellwell as to as to participateparticipate inin thethe
resolutionsresolutions on on issuesissues connectedconnected withwith theirtheir culturalcultural identityidentity..
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PolandPoland signedsigned (i(in 1995) n 1995) anan Instrument of Central Instrument of Central EuropeanEuropean
ProtectionProtection of of MinorityMinority RightsRights withinwithin thethe frameworkframework of of 

thethe Central Central EuropeanEuropean InitiativesInitiatives

1)1) ProtectionProtection of of educationaleducational andand culturalcultural rightsrights of of ethnicethnic
minoritiesminorities

2)2) ReligionReligion policypolicy andand thethe protectionprotection of of religiousreligious rightsrights ((TheThe ActAct
of 17 May 1989)of 17 May 1989)

3)3) CulturalCultural activitiesactivities of of ethnicethnic minoritiesminorities

4)4) ParticipationParticipation of of ethnicethnic minoritiesminorities inin locallocal andand parliamentaryparliamentary
electionselections
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ThirdThird SectorSector’’ss ActorsActors andand International International OrganizationsOrganizations
DealingDealing withwith ImmigrantsImmigrants IssuesIssues

-- TheThe Helsinki Helsinki FoundationFoundation for for HumanHuman RightsRights; ; providesprovides
permanentpermanent assistanceassistance andand adviceadvice on on legallegal issuesissues: : severalseveral lawyerslawyers
areare atat thethe disposaldisposal of of asylumasylum seekersseekers andand regugeesregugees

-- PolishPolish HumanitarianHumanitarian ActionAction; ; providesprovides help to help to victimsvictims of war of war andand
disasterdisaster inin PolandPoland andand abroadabroad as as wellwell as to as to refugeesrefugees ( ( RefugeesRefugees’’
AssistanceAssistance Center), Center), sincesince 1996 PHA 1996 PHA hashas beenbeen runningrunning TheThe
RefugeeRefugee’’ss househouse wherewhere homelesshomeless asylumasylum seekersseekers cancan findfind a a 
sheltershelter, , thethe promotionpromotion actionsactions ( e.g. ( e.g. RefugeeRefugee’’ss DayDay inin coco--
operationoperation withwith anotheranother NGONGO’’ss) ) andand educationaleducational activitiesareactivitiesare of of 
greatgreat importanceimportance
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-- TheThe PolishPolish Red Cross; Red Cross; takestakes carecare of of thethe refugeesrefugees

-- OtherOther organizationsorganizations involvedinvolved inin activitiesactivities directeddirected atat helpinghelping

refugeesrefugees: Caritas, : Caritas, PolishPolish YMCA YMCA andand YVCA, YVCA, thethe WomanWoman

PromotionPromotion CentreCentre
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MigrantsMigrants inin PolandPoland::

-- UkrainiansUkrainians

-- VietnameseVietnamese

-- ArmeniansArmenians

-- MuslimsMuslims



ThankThank youyou for for youryour kindkind attentionattention !!


