CHAPTER 2

NEEDS OF ADULT LEARNERS IN GREECE
There is a need for life long learning and continuous education of the citizens (adult-education), irrespective of their educational background, professional occupation and socio-economic status. This need is nowadays emerging as a necessity for citizens to successfully meet the challenges of modern technological, social and cultural developments.

In Greece, the General Secretariat of Adult Education (which is recently renamed to General Secretariat of Life Long Education - GGDVM) along with the Institute of Continuous Adult Education (IDEKE) are responsible bodies for LifeLong Learning.

According to the Law 3369/171/6-7-2005, the Centres of Adult Education (KEE), the Schools of Second Chance (SDE), the Prefectorial Committees of Public Re-education (NELE) and the Parents’ Schools were incorporated into the Public Structures of Life Long Learning. 
These structures are continuously expanding their re-educative activities in order to offer high quality programs to adult citizens. These educational programs are oriented to meet contemporary needs and demands of various aspects of societal requirements.

The General Secretariat of Adult Education (G.S.A.E.), provides knowledge and skills compatible to the new Labour Market’s demands, aims to offer citizens all the qualifications needed for being advantaged. In order to fill the previous vacuum, the Greek Government has proceeded to the constitution of a new law on Life Long Learning: L.3369/06.07.2005. 
According to the new law, the 75 hours training programs graduates receive a “Certificate of Further Education”, and the up to 250 hours training programs graduates receive after assessment an “Continuing Adult Education Certificate”.

The priorities for Adult Education in according to the Needs of Adult learners are as follow 

· Parents Counselling

· Relations of School-family

· Education and Counselling Support of Families from ROMA, Muslim, Repatriate and Immigrant Backgroundculture - arts, 

· Social economy 

· Business development, education of citizens, 

· Programs for Physically Handicapped Persons.

· Information Technology and Communications

· Economy - Administration - Enterprises

· Social Economy and Social Business Entrepreneurship

· Growth of Social Skills in the Working Place

· Management of Dangers and Crises and Confrontation of Emergencies

· Education of Adult Trainers

The courses are offered at: 

43 Second Chance Schools.

In Second Chance Schools, citizens, who have not completed the Compulsory Education, follow a 2 years specialized education programme and receive an equivalent School Certificate.

43 Adult Education Centres (KEE).

In Adult Education Centres (KEE), citizens are offered a broad range of 75 education and training programmes. In these programmes normally participate citizens of different education levels.

54 Programmes of Parents Counseling

In the programme of Parents Counseling, citizens are offered two directions, “Parents Counseling” and “Family School interaction”. In these programmes normally participate citizens of different education levels.

54 NELE

In NELE, citizens are offered 48 (75 hours) training programmes Apart from the actions above, the Adult Education General Secretariat in collaboration with the Institute for Continuing Education (IDEKE) has launched a series of independent educational- training programmes in fields of major importance. More precisely:

1. The Educational Program "Greek as a second language for working immigrants" that lasts 400 hours and addresses adult immigrants introducing them, at the same time, to Greek culture

2. An Educational Program for risk management and dealing with emergency situations called "Protecting myself and the others" lasting 110 hours which promotes the spirit of volunteerism and is held out in collaboration with Local Authorities and other public bodies (Schools, Hospitals etc )

3. The Educational Program " Health Education and the sexually transmitted diseases - AIDS" aiming to inform citizens on the potential ways for the protection and prevention against sexually transmitted diseases.

4. The Educational Program ‘HERON’ for Adult Education on the development of ICTs" The programme aims at training 60.000 people from the most sensitive or excluded social groups as well as people from the general population and the unemployed, to use the new technologies.

5. The Educational Program "Training Farmers to pursue actions on the Secondary and Tertiary Field of Economy " under the title "ISIODOS" lasting up to 150 hours.

6..The Educational Program "Education and Counseling for the families of Roma, Muslims, Repatriates and Immigrants " targeted to parents whose children are students in primary and secondary education, aiming to create a family environment supportive to the students needs and to eliminate school failure and early school leaving.

